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Old Strevline, thou standÕst beauteous on the height 
Amid thy peaceful vales of every dye 

Amid bewildered waves of silvery light 
That maze the mind and toil the raptured eye 

Thy distant mountains spiring to the sky 
Seem blended with the mansions of the blest. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1  My nam e is Jam es Fraser and I  am  a Senior Associate w it h t he 

Market  Specialists tour ism  consult ancy f irm .  I  have 30 years 

experience of  working at  a st rat egic level in t he t ourist  indust ry ,  

including 23 years in t he St ir ling area in senior roles w it h Area 

Tourist  Boards and Visit  Scot land. 

 

2. SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 

 

2.1 I n m y m ore det ailed precognit ion I  cover t he following:  
 

• nat ional, regional and local tour ism  t rends, prospects for growt h 

and t he im portance of t ourism  t o t he econom y of t he St ir ling 

area and t he Hillfoots;  

• the signif icance of t our ism  and econom ic act iv it y at  specific 

sites wit hin close prox im ity of the proposed t ransm ission line 

and t he im port ance of  t heir landscape set t ing t o t heir cont inuing 

success;  

• the im pact  of their proposals on t he t our ist ic appeal of t he area 

and t he qualit y of t he v isit or experience which is characterised  

by iconic her itage at t ract ions in a st unning and unique 

env ironm ent al  set t ing;  

• the potent ial tour ism  related econom ic and ot her im pact s of t he 

t ransm ission line proposals;  

• the lack of a com prehensive cost  benef it  analysis;  and 

• the opport unity which ex ist s for  t he applicant s t o be Ôa good 

neighbourÕ and m ake a posit ive cont r ibut ion t o St ir lingÕs 

out standing sky line by rem ov ing t he ex ist ing 132 kv power  line 

and undergrounding t he proposed new 400 kv t ransm ission 

line along a route to t he west  of t he cit y . 

 

3. IMPORTANCE OF TOURISM 
 

National Context 
 
3.1 Recent  research conf irm s t our ism  has recovered well since 2001 

wit h som e growt h in bot h the value and volum e of tour ism  unt il 
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2006, when t here was a f lat t ening out  and slight  decrease. 

I nt ernat ional volum e and value cont inues to show considerable 

growt h, but  m aint aining volum e and value from  dom est ic tourism  

is proving m ore challenging.  Tourism  generat es £4.16 billion for  

the Scot t ish econom y and em ploys 200,000 people, which 

represent s 9%  of t he tot al workforce. 

 

3.2  The Scot t ish Governm entÕs am bit ion is to grow Scot t ish t our ism  by  

50%  by 2015 and m y own v iew is t hat  we are unlikely to achieve 

this due t o growing int ernat ional com pet it ion and under- investm ent  

in product  developm ent  and m arket ing,  com pared to em erging 

m arket s, where t he scale of investm ent  in t our ism  is signif icant ly  

out st r ipping Scot land. 

 

Regional Context 
 

3.3  Holiday and conference t our ism  in t he region is wort h £451 m illion 

annually , of which, UK resident s generat e 88% .  There are 2.4 

m illion holiday  and conference t r ips t o the area and t he total 

num ber of bed night s annually is 9 .2 m illion.  Day t r ip t our ism  is 

also im port ant  in t he region and in par t icular t o som e of t he m ore 

popular dest inat ions such as Loch Lom ond and St ir ling. 

 

3.4  Tourist  num bers, bednight s and the overall value of t he indust ry in 

the region have enjoyed m ixed fort unes since 2001, but  like t he 

nat ional sit uat ion t here has been som e growt h in overseas visit ors,  

but  not  quite so m arked.  UK tourism  in t he peak sum m er m ont hs 

has declined and t here has been som e growt h in short  breaks in t he 

shoulder m ont hs.  

 
Stirling Area 

 

3.5  The STEAM report  conf irm s t hat  t our ism  is t he m ajor  econom ic 

act iv it y in t he St ir ling area generat ing £245.62 m illion of incom e in 

2005.  I n cont rast  tour ism  in t he Clackm annanshire area was wort h 

£16.12 m illion in 2005 w it h m ore t han half  of t his being generat ed 

in t he Hillfoot s area.  A t otal of 4 .26 m illion tourist  days were spent  
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in the St ir ling area and t here were 397,260 tour ist  days spent  in 

Clackm annanshire in 2005. 

 

3.6  A useful snapshot  of the prof ile of v isit ors to t he St ir ling area, t he 

reasons for v isit  and v iews on services and facilit ies is available in 

the 2006 St ir ling Visit or Survey (Docum ent  StBP/ 6/ 12) , which was 

sponsored by  St ir ling Council. Sightseeing/ v isit ing at t ract ions (39% )  

were the m ain reasons for v isit ing St ir ling,  while 14%  were visit ing 

fr iends and relat ives and 13%  m ent ioned tour ing/ st opover as t he 

m ain reason for v isit ing St ir ling.  This reinforces t he im port ance of  

the appeal of St ir lingÕs outst anding herit age and unique 

env ironm ent al set t ing which is dom inated by St ir ling Cast le, t he 

Nat ional Wallace Monum ent , rocky crags and t he backdrop of t he 

Ochil Hills. 

 

3.7  Visit ors who part icipat ed in t he in-dept h interv iews were asked 

quest ions on t heir percept ions of St ir ling as a tour ist  dest inat ion 

and words used by t hem  to descr ibe St ir ling included Ð, historical, 

nice, small, scenic landscape, beautiful, clean, pretty, 

friendly and romantic. These at t r ibutes are all m ajor st rengt hs of  

St ir ling. 

 

4. IMPORTANCE OF SPECIFIC SITES AND FACILITIES 

 

4.1 The overall scale of tourism  in the St ir ling area is not  surpr ising 

given the im port ance and appeal of iconic herit age at t ract ions such 

as St ir ling Cast le, t he Nat ional Wallace Monum ent  and Bannockburn 

Her itage Cent re, t he popular it y of t he St ir ling Universit y Cam pus for  

conferences, m eet ings and holiday vacat ions, t he support ing range 

of t ourist  accom m odat ion, catering and ret ail out let s and t he 

popularit y of t he Ochils for  hillwalk ing.  

 

4.2  I  am  not  convinced from  reading t he Environm ent al I m pact  

Statem ent  t hat  t he applicant s fully  underst and the dynam ics of  

tour ism  and t he wider econom y in t he St ir ling area, or t he 

im port ance of specif ic sites and facilit ies and t heir env ironm ent al 
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set t ings t o t he overall appeal of St ir ling as a m ajor tourist  

dest inat ion and an at t ract ive inward invest m ent  locat ion.  I  

contend, as a result , t here is a tendency t o underst ate t he potent ial 

cum ulat ive t our ism  im pact s of t he proposed t ransm ission line.  

 

4.3  Com m ent s on som e of t he m ore significant  sit es and facilit ies, t he 

im port ance of t he landscape set t ing to their appeal and t he 

pot ent ial im pact s of t he t ransm ission power line proposals are 

out lined in m y fuller precognit ion. 

 

5. QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE IMPACTS 

 

5.1 While t he applicant s have at tem pt ed t o quant ify t he t ourism  

econom ic im pact s of t he proposed t ransm ission line in percent age 

term s, linked t o a survey  of businesses operat ing wit hin 10 km  of 

the line, disappoint ingly , no at tem pt  is m ade t o calculate t his in 

m onetary term s.  This, in m y opinion, is a m ajor short com ing. 

 

5.2  An effort  was also m ade by the applicants t o audit  a range of t our ist  

and recreat ional facilit ies along t he rout e and t o assess landscape 

and visual im pact s of t he t ransm ission line but , disappoint ingly , no 

quant itat ive assessm ent  of effects upon the w ider t ourism  and 

recreat ion act iv it ies and resources has been under taken.  This is 

very unfort unate as it  would have been ext rem ely useful if som e 

quant itat ive and qualitat ive v isit or survey work was undert aken at  

selected locat ions along t he route.  

 

5.3  An analysis of  pot ent ial im pact s on a topic-by- t opic basis has been 

undert aken, but  no at t em pt  is m ade to draw these st rands t oget her  

to give a com prehensive overv iew of t he qualit at ive and 

quant itat ive im pact s of t he proposals on t he tourist  indust ry, ot her  

aspect s of  t he econom y or  indeed t he local populat ionÕs enjoym ent  

of St ir lingÕs outst anding env ironm ent al set t ing.  I n t his respect  I  

share som e of t he m isgiv ings expressed by  Professor Stephen Page 

in t he Visit  Scot land subm ission on som e of the shor tcom ings of  t he 

Env ironm ental I m pact  Statem ent . 
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Tourism Attitudes Surveys 
 

5.4 The Visit Scot land 2005 Tourism  At t it udes Survey (Docum ent  

StBP/ 6/ 17)  confirm s t he m ost  im por tant  fact ors in det erm ining t he 

choice of Scot land as a holiday dest inat ion are scenery and nat ural 

env ironm ent , followed by t he num ber of t hings t o see and do and 

the at t it ude of local people.  I nterest ingly , 92%  nam e scenery as 

very im port ant  or im port ant  and 89%  m ent ion t he nat ural 

env ironm ent  as very im portant  or im portant .  When asked if any  

factors have becom e m ore im port ant  in recent  years when choosing 

a holiday dest inat ion, scenery and t he natural environm ent  again 

feat ured very highly. 

 

5.5  I  am  not  conv inced t he overall im port ance and cont r ibut ion of  

scenery and t he nat ural env ironm ent  t o t he tour ist  indust ry and t he 

qualit y of t he v isit or experience are fully  understood by t he 

applicant s.  Factors such as landscape designat ions, as opposed t o 

v isit or appeal and popular it y , are given m ore weight ing and 

consequent ly ,  in m y opinion, t he full and t rue extent  of  t he im pact  

of t he t ransm ission line proposals on t our ism  in a num ber of  

locat ions, including t he St ir ling area, is understat ed.  

 

5.6  I n t he St ir ling area scenery and t he env ironm ent ,  along w it h t he 

herit age appeal of t he City , are im portant  drivers of t ourism . 

 
Economic Impact on Tourism 
 

5.7 I n t he applicantÕs Env ironm ent al I m pact  Statem ent  and David 

KeddieÕs precognit ion for the Public I nquiry St rategy Session 

extensive coverage is given t o t he result s of  a survey  of t our ism -

related businesses and t he likely econom ic im pact s of t he proposed 

t ransm ission line in t he short , m edium  and longer term . I  am  

content  to base m y com m ents on t he potent ial econom ic im pact s on 

tour ism  on t he business survey  findings and m y knowledge of  

work ing in t he t ourist  indust ry in t he St ir ling area for m any  years. 
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5.8 I  do,  however , have m ajor concerns about  Dav id KeddieÕs 

interpretat ion of t he business survey results and in part icular t he 

classif icat ion used t o describe t he scale of significance of econom ic 

im pact s on indiv idual t ourism  businesses and at t ract ions;  his 

conclusion t hat  t he im pact  w ill be ÔnegligibleÕ despit e concerns being 

expressed by  alm ost  half t he businesses interv iewed;  t he assert ion 

that  t he durat ion of residual effect s in t he St ir ling area are likely t o 

be short  term ;  and t he suggest ion t hat  any downt urns in business 

turnover as a result  of t he t ransm ission line w ill be Ôsubsum edÕ 

wit hin t he fluct uat ions of t he w ider  t our ism  econom y, as opposed t o 

com pounding business t rading prospect s.  I  am  also concerned t hat  

no at tem pt  appears t o have been m ade t o ask businesses for v iews 

on t he econom ic im pact  during t he const ruct ion phase, which could 

be severe for som e businesses. 

 

5.9  I n Dav id KeddieÕs precognit ion for t he st rat egy session he concludes 

the im pact  on t our ism  of t he Beauly Ð Denny  t ransm ission line will 

be ÔnegligibleÕ and proceeds to put  a posit ive ÔspinÕ on t he findings 

of his business survey despit e t he fact  t hat  46%  of t he businesses 

part icipat ing considered t here would a negat ive im pact  on t heir  

business t urnover .  I  can t hink of no ot her developm ent  in recent  

years generat ing such a high and w idespread negat ive response 

from  t he t our ism  business com m unity . 

 

5.10 I n t he Environm ent al I m pact  Assessm ent  there is m ent ion of a 

pot ent ial init ial drop of 10Ð15%  in t ourism  t urnover while David 

KeddieÕs st rat egy session precognit ion refers t o an im pact  in t he 

region of 3 .2%  which, under cross exam inat ion at  t he st rategy  

session, was subsequent ly raised t o 4.3% .  This dem onst rates how 

diff icult  it  is t o m ake an accurate j udgem ent  on t he likely econom ic 

im pact  of t he t ransm ission line on t our ism  in t he St ir ling area. 

 

5.11 For t he purposes of calculat ing t he likely  size of im pact  on t he 

tour ist  indust ry  in t he St ir ling area I  have used a num ber of  

different  percent age point s on t he 4%  t o 15%  Ôscale of im pactÕ 

referred t o by t he applicant s and Dav id Keddie.  I  have applied 
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them  t o the STEAM Report  f indings which est im ates t he value of  

tour ism  in the St ir ling area ( including part  of Clackm annanshire)  

was £255 m illion in 2005. 

 

5.12 On t he basis of t hese calculat ions it  is ev ident  t he annual loss in 

tour ism  t urnover in t he St ir ling area in t he init ial year after t he 

com plet ion of the t ransm ission line could range from  £25.5 m illion 

to a st agger ing £38.5 m illion. I f t he annual loss rem ained at  t he 

lower end of t his est im ate for a 5Ð10 year per iod after t he init ial 

year , t his would equate t o £66.3 m illion to £117.3 m illion. . I f t here 

is a residual im pact  over  t he 50 year lifet im e of t he t ransm ission 

line of , say, 4%  aft er t he init ial year t hen t he cum ulat ive loss of  

incom e would be even greater  at  £585.3 m illion.  

 

5.13 On t ourism  econom ic im pact  grounds alone, w it hout  tak ing account  

of ot her im port ant  fact ors such as loss of am enity for v isit ors,  

St ir ling area residents and st udents at  St ir ling Universit y Cam pus 

and t he im pact  on t he at t ract iveness of t he area for inward 

investm ent , t here is a com pelling case for pursuing t he 

undergrounding opt ion t o t he west  of St ir ling and reject ing t he 

current  overhead t ransm ission line proposal. 

 

5.14 The business survey revealed t hat  alm ost  half  (46% )of all t he 

operat ors cont acted were of t he opinion t hat  t he proposed 

t ransm ission line would have an adverse effect  on v isit or num bers 

and business t urnover . I n the Braco t o Denny corridor , t he im pact  

was considered t o be considerably higher . I n t he Braco, St rat hallan 

and Sheriffm uir  area 57%  of t he t our ism  operat ors stat ed t here 

would be a negat ive effect  on their business while in the Blair logie,  

St ir ling and Denny areas t his dropped t o 48% . and t his should be 

fully taken account  of by t he I nquiry Report ers. 

 

5.15 Given t he scale of concern expressed by t our ism  operat ors in t he 

area it  is surprising Dav id Keddie is so dism issive of t he survey  

findings and repeatedly plays down t he likely level of f inancial 
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im pact s and suggest s t hat  a num ber of operat ors are exaggerat ing 

the scale of im pact s. 

 

5.16 The pylons will be prom inent ly sited in what  is arguably is one of  

the best  classic v iews in Scot land and in close proxim ity  to a 

num ber of  t our ism  businesses who cit e t he qualit y  landscape set t ing 

as a key fact or in their business success. I  am  of t he opinion t here 

will be a long term  ÔlegacyÕ im pact  f rom  t his developm ent , which 

could adversely affect  t he t urnover levels and prof itabilit y  of som e 

businesses. 

 

6.  CONCLUSIONS 

 

6.1  Tourism  is a v it ally  im portant  indust ry in the St ir ling area and is 

current ly wort h around £250 m illion annually as a result  of the 

effort s t o est ablish t he cit y as a leading European herit age 

dest inat ion com bining t he sensit ive developm ent  and prom ot ion of  

iconic her itage at t ract ions wit h an out st anding and unique 

env ironm ent al set t ing in t he heart  of Scot land.  

 

6.2  The significance of t our ism , recreat ional, educat ional and econom ic 

act iv it y at  a num ber  of locat ions in close prox im ity  t o t he proposed 

t ransm ission line and t he im por tance of t heir high qualit y landscape 

set t ings t o t heir cont inuing success has been dem onst rat ed in m y 

evidence.  I  believe the applicant s underest im ate t he scale of  

im pact s and also underst ate t he im portance of  som e sites and 

facilit ies and t heir environm ental set t ings to t he overall appeal of  

St ir ling as a m ajor t our ist  dest inat ion and at t ract ive inward 

investm ent  locat ion. 

 

6.3  Due weight  should be given by t he Report ers to the special qualit ies 

of St ir lingÕs unique blend of her it age asset s of nat ional and 

internat ional im portance and out st anding env ironm ent  which 

cont r ibut es so m uch t o t he appeal of  t he area as a popular  t our ist  

and day t r ip dest inat ion.  
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6.4 I  have raised a num ber of concerns on t he interpret at ion of t he 

business survey result s undertaken on t he applicantÕs behalf by  

Dav id Keddie and in part icular have challenged his conclusion t hat  

the im pact  w ill be ÔnegligibleÕ despite concerns being raised by  

alm ost  half of t he businesses int erv iewed. 

 

6.5  I  have used t he 4%  t o 15%  Ôscale of  im pactÕ refer red t o by t he 

applicant s and David Keddie, along w it h t he STEAM findings on t he 

value of tourism  t o calculate t he likely  size of im pact  of t he 

proposed t ransm ission line.  This reveals t he annual loss in t our ism  

turnover in t he St ir ling area could range from  £10.2 m illion t o a 

stagger ing £38.5 m illion.  I f t he annual loss rem ained at  t he lower  

end of t his est im at e for  a 5 Ð 10 year  per iod t his would equate t o 

£66.3 m illion t o £117.32 m illion. I  have therefore concluded on 

tour ism  grounds alone t here is a com pelling case for reject ing t he 

current  overhead t ransm ission line proposals.  

 

6.6  I  am  st rongly  of t he opinion t hat  Scot t ish & Sout hern Energy should 

seize t he opport unity t o be a Ôgood neighbourÕ and m ake a pract ical 

cont r ibut ion to im prov ing St ir lingÕs im pressive skyline, by rem ov ing 

the exist ing power line and undergrounding t he proposed new line 

along a route t o t he west  of t he Cit y. 

 

 

 


