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Press Release – immediate effect from Monday February 8th 2010 
Scottish Government happy to bury the health case, but not the power line
Jim Mather’s approval of the Beauly to Denny 400kV overhead power line failed to mention one of the largest issues for objectors – namely the adverse health effects associated with power line electric and magnetic fields (EMFs). The three areas requiring further mitigation are to be based on visual mitigation alone.

Yet Stirling Council raised major concerns over the proposal at its meeting last Thursday, and its original objection to the proposal included a substantial material consideration based on “a substantial body of objection indicating a genuinely held concern for public health”. Now 78 giant pylons carrying the 400kV line will pass through Stirling (an increase from the 74 of the existing 132kV line), and with this being the most populated section of the route thousands of homes will be adversely affected, with over 40 within 200m of the line.  

The public inquiry reporters dismissed the health concerns raised by over 14000 objectors, as being out with government policy, which recommends no meaningful precautions. 80% of objectors raised this issue, but post Public Inquiry 95% of objectors raised the health issue as being a prime concern. Public concern on this issue is not abating, but rising with the dramatic increase in peer-reviewed studies showing significant increased risk of leukaemia, brain tumour, Alzheimers etc.
Yet, the precautionary principle was adopted by the UK at Maastricht and Rio in1992 precisely for such areas of scientific uncertainty. Once proof is established the time for precaution has passed.

PE812 on powerlines and adverse health is now the Scottish Parliament’s longest running petition, having been submitted by Stirling Before Pylons (StBP) in 2004. It has received unprecedented cross-party support throughout this period, but the lengthy correspondence between the Committee, the Petitioner and the Scottish Government (SG) is currently at a stalement. The SG defers to the HPA which has failed to address any of the critical peer reviewed scientific studies published since 2004. By way of contrast, StBP is very concerned at the conclusions drawn by recent scientific papers and wants the SG to protect the Scottish Public from the very serious health effects reported therein. 

StBP’s position is supported by leading professionals, including Prof Denis Henshaw

of Bristol University, who back in 2005 urged the Scottish Parliament “to consider immediate strict precaution against the sighting of power lines near houses or the converse”.                         He also gave evidence to the Beauly to Denny Public Inquiry at which he recommended as a minimum that the line be kept at least 200m from individual properties and 600m from communities. These recommendations are similar to Germany’s recent ENLAG legislation which requires consideration to be given to undergrounding for new extra high voltage lines in Germany At least 10 other EU member states already have precautionary policies for power line EMFs, and the European Commission has recommended all member states adopt meaningful precautions and review current (ICNIRP) guidelines (which are 250x above the level at which the risk of childhood leukaemia is doubled).
So why is the Scottish Government failing to protect its people from such an internationally acknowledged threat? 

PE812 on power lines and associated adverse health will be reviewed again on Tuesday February 9th at c.2.30pm. Richard Simpson MSP will be speaking in support, and the petitioner, Caroline Paterson will be present at the meeting and available for comment afterwards. The latest correspondence relating to this review is attached, together with a briefing on the health issue.
Please contact Caroline Paterson, health spokeswoman for Stirling Before Pylons 01786 462567 or 07739945329
