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	Press Release
BEAULY TO DENNY POWER LINE DECISION : 7.12.11

	
	

	Stirling Before Pylons is extremely disappointed by the Minister Fergus Ewing’s statement today in relation to the Stirling Visual Mitigation Scheme. 
We would make the following comments by way of immediate response :

· Scottish Power were asked by the Minister to produce Mitigation proposals almost two years ago. Their mitigation proposals that the Minister has approved today are wholly inadequate and amount to little more than painting a few pylons and planting a few bushes and trees. What a waste of two years.
· These are effectively the same proposals that Scottish Power submitted twelve months ago and which the Minister effectively rejected by sending them back to Scottish Power, asking them to look at again in conjunction with Stirling Council. When Stirling council were consulted over the revised proposals they were unanimously rejected by the councillors, which is run by an SNP administration.
· The Minister made much in his statement of his requirement that Scottish Power underground a much smaller 132kV line. This is no great victory as it was a clear recommendation of the Reporters at the Public Inquiry. Scottish Power considered the proposal and rejected it as too expensive as part of their Visual Mitigation Proposals.
· The Minister has made proposals that wider landscape enhancement will be required in the Stirling area through Central Scotland Green Network and in the Ochils Area of Great Landscape Value and in the area around Plean. These measures are to be welcomed, but one has to ask why this was not made a requirement of Scottish Power over the last two years. The Ministers statement  contained no detail of what he expects or what the provisions for funding this work would be, or what timescales are involved. Without a clear brief we wonder what chance they have of being implemented.
· The unanimous call of the objectors, including Stirling Council, was that the route or sections of it through Stirling should be undergrounded. This was also the view of the Ministers landscape and environmental advisors Scottish Natural Heritage who led that advice at the Public Inquiry. It is also worth recalling that the Technical Advisor to the Reporters at the Public Inquiry, Giles Scott, concluded that partial undergrounding was a financially and technically viable option and that two sections of up to 5kms each could be afforded along the whole route. The Minister has consistently failed to address these findings.
· Whilst undergrounding is more expensive we believe the Minister overstated this issue. In relation to the overall development costs for renewable energy, which he quoted in answering questions, the amount required to underground the most sensitive sections in Stirling are relatively small. Particularly, as one of those sections would most probably be adjacent to the National Wallace Monument. 
· Similar lines have been undergrounded for the London Olympics and are likely to be undergrounded by National Grid in Areas of Outstanding Beauty in England. The costs for that work will be shared by all UK electricity consumers. The costs of undergrounding through Stirling are estimated at £1 per annum for UK consumers. We believe the minister has sold Scotland short and that we will have to pay for English undergrounding in the future.
· The Ministers assertion that sealing end compounds are a major eyesore at the end of undergrounded sections is simply wrong. We have sent him photos of such compounds at the undergrounded section of the North Yorkshire line which prove this point. They have a minimal impact compared to the adjacent pylons.
· Lastly, the Minister has asked Stirling people to engage with the proposals for landscape enhancement. We have been campaigning to mitigate the impacts for almost 8 years and have made no real progress, I think he is asking a lot. As we recall in his original decision the then Minister, Jim Mather, welcomed a new period of community consultation, mentioning the phrase 13 times in his speech to Parliament. We are not holding our breath for a better outcome this time
For more information contact : Peter Pearson – Secretary of Stirling Before Pylons and member of Stirling Councils Steering Group.
01786 833399 or Peter@baker-pearson.net


	 For further details, contact:
Peter Pearson – phone: 01786 833399;   e-mail:  peter@baker-pearson.net
Website: www.stirlingbeforepylons.org


