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For immediate release:

“Thank you Mr Ewing for a doubled risk of childhood leukaemia – but with a cycle path to keep us on track”!
Stirling Before Pylons’ strongly condemns Fergus Ewing’s approval of Scottish Power’s mitigation measures for Stirling.

With the sole exception of the undergrounding of the existing 132kV line from Fallin to Glenbervie there are no material mitigation measures ever called for by Stirling residents. To underground a 132kV line, yet erect a 400kV line should be seen for what it is – and certainly not something which “enhances” the landscape. There is nothing “stringent” or “substantial” about the proposals, and the public has been misled both by Fergus Ewing and his predecessor, Jim Mather. Moreover, local constituency MSPs, Bruce Crawford and Keith Brown – both now in ministerial positions - have failed to achieve the undergrounding they called for when in opposition. Back in 2004 both MSPs led motions, debates, cross-party groups and submitted precognitions to the Public Inquiry calling for the health effects to be protected against and the line undergrounded to the west of Stirling. Perhaps they are both now supporting the ministerial decision – if so – their constituents would like to know why such a U-turn has occurred? 
The promise of a Green Networks Initiative and “enhanced landscape measures” is a complete insult to residents who have campaigned for the last 7 years to protect what is precious about Stirling’s stunning setting, particularly in the area of the Ochil’s AGLV. Over 40,000 visits are made annually to the popular local hill, Dumyat, without any interference from the minister. To desecrate a precious and well used landscape on the one hand, whilst offering a few cycle paths with the other, is incredulous and should be mocked for the insult it is. To offer new woodlands on the one hand whilst tearing down the ancient woodland at Yellowcraig, which forms the backdrop to the Wallace Monument, is hypocritical beyond belief. 
As for Fergus Ewing’s vain hope that local communities will actively engage in this initiative – perhaps he needs reminded not just of the “depth of feeling” of those communities, but that those self same communities have engaged in the Beauly to Denny fiasco for the last 7 years – to absolutely no avail. They never asked for footpaths or cycle paths – rather for that which is precious and irreplaceable to be protected. 
Stirling Before Pylons has never opposed the development of Renewables, and its call for undergrounding the Stirling section was a responsible response to the application.  Additional costs are a feeble excuse, as transmission forms less than 3% of domestic electricity bills, which would not even be noticed when spread across all UK consumers. Any delay incurred has been the result of failures by the Scottish Government and the power companies to seek a sustainable solution. Clearly all those delays have been in vain, and the proposal approved will now desecrate this landscape for ever.
For all Fergus Ewing’s consultations with local communities, Stirling Council and independent experts, he has failed to hear what we have all consistently been saying. Alex Salmond on polling day announced that “he would take his lead from the people of Scotland” – what empty words when the Beauly to Denny application attracted over 22,000 objections and only 45 letters of support. The public should be very wary in future of the words “community consultation”, and serious questions need asked of the democracy we live in. It would appear this government is serving the multi-nationals, rather than its people.
Finally – and most critically - it is shocking to hear of the minister’s level of ignorance on the adverse health effects of living in close proximity to high-voltage overhead lines. His claim that there is “no evidence that exposure to ELF EMFs is harmful” is simply wrong. There are 25years of studies showing serious adverse health effects, but clearly Mr Ewing and his government have not taken it upon themselves to read or even review this peer-reviewed evidence, despite it being a key community concern within the populated Stirling area. Mr Ewing attempt’s to hide behind the review bodies of the HPA and WHO are also feeble, since both these bodies in 2004 acknowledged the association between HVOTLs and a doubled risk of childhood leukaemia, with IARC (WHO) adopting the Class 2B “possible carcinogen” classification. Nothing has refuted this association, rather it has been refined and now includes increased risk levels for other cancers and Alzheimers disease, which has led to practical precautionary legislation in many European countries. 
All those involved in today’s decision should sleep uneasily for many years in the knowledge that they will have condemned many homes in Stirling to increased risk of certain cancers and neurological conditions – rather ironic on a day which started with an announcement about cancer prevention.   
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